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generous in its praise that it was actually characterized by the thea
President as fulsome. Little did Pherozeshah then imagine that in the
same hall he would have to stand up four years later and denounce
the very Viceroy whose praise he had been singing so generously.
The proposition which called for the performance of this disagree-
able duty which he would fain have avoided, asked for the adoption
of a cordial address of welcome to Lord Curzon on his arrival in
Bombay to assume the Viceroyalty for a second time. It was moved
by Mr, Hormusji Chothia, a well-known solicitor and an energetic
member of the Corporation, and seconded by Colonel Dimmock.
Pherozeshah felt it to be an imperative duty to oppose the proposi-
tion. He observed with regret that most of the important measures
of Lord Curzon's administration had not been in conformity with his
declarations and assurances:
The curtailment of the municipal franchise in Calcutta, the
inauguration of a similar policy in Madras, the passing of the
Official Secrets Act, the Universities Act, the withdrawal of com-
petitive tests for entrance in the Provincial Service, and above all,
the tampering with the declared policy of the Crown for the
government of this country, as in the time of Lord Lytton, by
misconstruing the words of the Great Proclamation of 1858, these
are measures which we keenly deplore as most retrograde, re-
actionary and unwise. Rightly or wrongly, we believe that these
measures are calculated to upset and revolutionize, or to use a
more classic phrase, to break the continuity of that policy of right-
eousness which, though not always acted upon and sometimes
* submerged in turbulent waves, was never so openly denied to be
the declared and unalterable policy of the Crown for the good
government of this country as during Lord Curzon's administra-
tion. These injudicious measures have provoked sorrowful regret
and sorrowful protest throughout a greater portion of this land.
That being so, and holding views adverse to those expressed by
the supporters of this proposition, I find it impossible to conscien-
tiously piG in the presentation of any Address in which, directly
or Indirectly, approval is given to measures of the character I
haw jim described